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DECLARING INTERESTS

General duty

You must declare any disclosable pecuniary interests when the meeting reaches 
the item on the agenda headed “Declarations of Interest” or as soon as it 
becomes apparent to you.

What is a disclosable pecuniary interest?

Disclosable pecuniary interests relate to your  employment; sponsorship (ie 
payment for expenses incurred by you in carrying out your duties as a councillor 
or towards your election expenses); contracts; land in the Council’s area; licences 
for land in the Council’s area; corporate tenancies; and securities.  These 
declarations must be recorded in each councillor’s Register of Interests which is 
publicly available on the Council’s website.

Declaring an interest

Where any matter disclosed in your Register of Interests is being considered at a 
meeting, you must declare that you have an interest.  You should also disclose 
the nature as well as the existence of the interest.

If you have a disclosable pecuniary interest, after having declared it at the 
meeting you must not participate in discussion or voting on the item and must 
withdraw from the meeting whilst the matter is discussed.

Members’ Code of Conduct and public perception

Even if you do not have a disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter, the 
Members’ Code of Conduct says that a member “must serve only the public 
interest and must never improperly confer an advantage or disadvantage on any 
person including yourself” and that “you must not place yourself in situations 
where your honesty and integrity may be questioned”.  What this means is that 
the matter of interests must be viewed within the context of the Code as a whole 
and regard should continue to be paid to the perception of the public.

  Disclosable pecuniary interests that must be declared are not only those of the member her or 
himself but also those of the member’s spouse, civil partner or person they are living with as 
husband or wife or as if they were civil partners.
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To: General Purposes Licensing Committee

Date: 26 January 2016        

Report of: Head of Community Services 

Title of Report: Update on Taxi Licensing Activity: September – 
December 2015
 

Summary and Recommendations

Purpose of report:  To inform Committee of the progress made by the Taxi 
Licensing Function during the current Council year (September – December 
2015).

Report Approved by: 

Finance:  Paul Swaffield 
Legal:  Daniel Smith 

Policy Framework: Vibrant Sustainable Economy
 Policy on the Relevance of Warnings, Offences,   

                                 Cautions and Convictions

Recommendation:  That the General Purposes Licensing Committee resolves 
to:
a) note the contents of the report; and
b) make any comments and recommendations regarding the future work of the  
Taxi Licensing Function.

Introduction

1. This report informs Committee of progress made by the Taxi Licensing 
function under the duties of the Town & Police Clauses Act 1847 and the 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 during the 
current Council Year (September - December 2015).  

2. The report covers data on service volumes; details of Taxi Licensing 
hearing decisions; decisions made under delegated powers; information 
on volumes of drivers and vehicles and enforcement activity.

3. The tables below provide data on licence applications received and 
processed during the period that this report covers.
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Applications Granted by the Licensing Authority

4. A hearing is not required where an application has been lawfully made 
and no adverse information pertaining to the “fitness” of a person or 
vehicle to be licensed by this Authority has been found.  There have 
been 328 driver, 272 vehicle, and 9 Operator licenses issued by the 
Head of Community Services under delegated authority during the 
reported period. Three applications to grant or renew driver licences 
were determined by the Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing 
Sub-Committee (as well as 3 cases where relevant information had a 
bearing on the individuals suitability to continue to hold a licence).

Hackney Carriage & Private Hire Licensing Sub-Committee Hearings

5. When adverse information pertaining to the “fitness” of a person or 
vehicle to be licensed or to continue to be licensed by this Authority has 
been found then the matter is determined at a Sub-Committee Hearing. 
 

6. Such adverse information may be derived from information relating to an 
application such as health concerns, relevant cautions or convictions, or 
from the enforcement records held by the Licensing Authority in relation 
to serious incidents, or repetitive failures to adhere to standard drivers 
and vehicle conditions will call in to question a licence holders suitability 
to meet with this Authority’s description of a Fit and Proper person.

7. Whilst there is no legal definition the criteria the Authority consider 
relevant are set out in the Policy on the Relevance of Warnings, 
Offences, Cautions and Convictions states: 

Licences Issued Total
September – December 2015

Hackney Carriage Driver 132

Private Hire Driver 199

Hackney Carriage Vehicle 43

Private Hire Vehicle 229

Private Hire Operator 9

Actions Undertaken Total
September – December 2015

Licensing Hearings 6

Enforcement Actions Commenced 289

Prosecution Cases Started 3
Complaints about Drivers / 
Vehicles / Operators 87
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Fit and Proper Person: A person who poses no threat to the general 
public, has a good knowledge of the City, is healthy, and is of a good 
character (including driving record) will be deemed fit and able to hold a 
licence.

8. During the reporting period, 6 Hearings were held to determine the 
fitness of new applicants and existing licence holders. The results of the 
Hearings are shown in the table below:

Granted Councillor 
Warning Refused Suspended Revoked

New Driver 0 0 2
Existing 
Driver 1 2 0 0 1

*In some instances where a Councillor Warning was issued this also 
related to an application for a new licence, or an application to renew a 
licence (not just cases where the level of Warnings available to Officers 
had been exceeded), and the requirements of the Councillor Warning 
were made additional conditions to the grant / renewal of the licence.

9. Of those issued with a Councillor Warning, attached to the Councillor 
Warning in some cases were additional conditions applied to the licence, 
including:

 Requirements made on all drivers receiving a Councillor Warning that 
any future issues of non-compliance / complaints are to be brought 
before the Sub-Committee.

Appeals 

10. No Sub-Committee decisions made during the reporting period have 
been appealed at the Oxford Magistrates Court.

Enforcement Activity

11. Whilst engaged on 27 Enforcement Operations throughout the reporting 
period, the Licensing Team has carried out 289 enforcement 
interventions, issuing the following sanctions (in accordance with the 
Policy on the Relevance of Warnings, Offences, Cautions and 
Convictions). Such matters were witnessed by the Officers, or by other 
Authorised Personnel of other agencies:
 9 Cases still pending (awaiting further intelligence reports)
 38 No further action taken due to credible driver explanations / 

immediate rectification of minor infringement
 28 Failures to submit DBS or Medical Disclosure
 38 Written Advice Letters
 44 Advisory Warnings
 28 First Level Warnings 
 15 Second Level Warnings
 19 Final Warnings
 33 Permits issued to vehicles with minor damage to remain in 

service for a maximum period of 28 days9



 10 Notifications of referral to the Sub-Committee
 3 Suspension Notices (1 x driver, and 2 x vehicle) 
 8 Inspections of Operator Premises
 3 Notifications of non-payment letters
 10 Requests for PNC Checks following delays with issue of 

Enhanced DBS Disclosure – this practice has now been 
discontinued

 3 PACE interviews following Test Purchase Operations

12. The purpose of the “Warning” system is to educate licence holders as to 
their responsibilities and the need to uphold the Taxi Licensing 
objectives. Verbal advice and the four levels of “Warnings” may be 
issued by the Licensing Officers, and the level of “Warning” issued is 
dependent upon the nature of the incident, the severity of the matter, 
whether there have been any previous incidents of non-compliance, and 
how the matter sits in relation to the Taxi Licensing objectives.

13. Verbal Advice (supported by a letter of Written Advice) was given at the 
scene of a number of incidents relating to drivers committing basic Road 
Traffic Act offences whilst the Licensing Officers were carrying out their 
night time enforcement duties.

14. Typically Warnings issued by the Licensing Officers related to failures 
and / or accumulated failures by licence holders to declare relevant 
motoring convictions, failures to adhere to the conditions attached to 
their driver / vehicle licence, failures to provide satisfactory documents in 
relation to the licence renewal process, and in some cases Suspensions 
were issued due to concerns relating to the licence holder upholding the 
objectives of public safety following relevant information from Thames 
Valley Police.

15. As well as the disciplinary measures taken during the enforcement 
operations, 88 complaints were received from members of the public 
during this reporting period relating to poor customer service, rudeness, 
road traffic offences and plying for hire, and a breakdown of the actions 
taken by the Licensing Officers is detailed below:

 12 Cases currently still active (at the time of compiling this report)
 34 Cases where no further action was or could be taken*
 8 Written Advice Letters
 12 Advisory Warnings
 8 First Level Warnings
 3 Second Level Warnings
 4 Final Warnings
 1 Requests made to Operators to refund customers for poor 

service
 2 Notification of referral to the Sub-Committee
 4 Referred to other Local Authorities to investigate

* due to the version of events stated by the complainant and the driver 
being too dissimilar and no independent witness to verify either account, 

10



a record is kept on the driver file should similar issues be reported. It 
should also be noted that some complaints have been maliciously made 
about drivers and when the complaint has been asked to provide further 
information regarding the original allegation, no response has been 
received by the Licensing Officers.

16. The Weekend Night-time Operation implemented by the Environmental 
Protection Service operates between 11.00 p.m. and 4.00 a.m. on both 
Friday and Saturday nights and proactively checks for non-compliance 
by both the Hackney Carriage and Private Hire trades.

17. This further increases our robust enforcement presence throughout the 
city at weekends and the two Council Officers carrying out the Operation 
report any findings back to the Licensing Authority in order that the 
appropriate actions are undertaken.  

Test Purchase Operations 

18. During the reporting period, 3 Test Purchase Operations were carried 
out resulting in 3 drivers failing the Test Purchase. Resulting from the 
Operations 3 interviews (under the Police & Criminal Evidence Act) have 
been carried out by the Licensing Officers investigating suspected 
offences of plying for hire and driving without the correct insurance (a 
Private Hire Vehicle is not insured for public hire, whereas a Hackney 
Carriage Vehicle is). 

19. Resulting from the above PACE interviews all of the cases were 
forwarded to Law & Governance for consideration to prosecute drivers 
for the offences of plying for hire and driving without the correct 
insurance. 

Prosecutions

20. During the reporting period, no cases of plying for hire and driving 
without the correct insurance were due to be heard in the Magistrates 
Court (relating to Test Purchase Operations and PACE interviews 
carried out prior to this reporting period and during this reporting period).

Future Work

21. Whilst our current approach to Safeguarding is widely acclaimed as one 
of setting high standards, we are still in discussions with our 
neighbouring Oxfordshire Authorities and Oxfordshire County Council to 
ensure that they adopt the practices we have in place in Oxford in 
relation to:

 A single high quality standard of vetting applicants;

 Information Sharing Protocol between Districts and County 
Councils; and

 Safeguarding Awareness and Training for all licensed drivers
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22. We are an active member of the Home Office and Local Government 
Association “working party” that is seeking to develop a National 
Licensing Safeguarding Guidance for Local Authorities, sharing our 
practices with others to promote national standards and consistency.

Legal Implications

23. There are no legal implications contained within this report.

Financial Implications

24. Any financial implications contained within this report will be met within 
existing budgets.

Recommendations

25. The General Purposes Licensing Committee is recommended to:

a) note the content of the report; and

b) make any comments and recommendations regarding the future  
work of the Taxi Licensing function.

Name and contact details of author: Julian Alison
Licensing Manager
Community Services

        Tel: (01865) 252381
                   Email: jalison@oxford.gov.uk

Version 1.0
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To: General Purposes Licensing Committee

Date: 26 January 2016

Report of: Head of Community Services 

Title of Report: Commercial Events, Hackney Carriage and Private 
Hire, Road Closure Orders, Scrap Metal Dealers, Sex 
Establishments and Street Parties: Licence Fees and 
Charges for the 2016/17 financial year

Summary and Recommendations

Purpose of report:  To seek agreement of the licence fees for 2016/17 where 
the Council has discretion over the level of fee charged.

Report Approved by:
Finance: Paul Swaffied
Legal: Daniel Smith

Policy Framework: Vibrant Sustainable Economy

Recommendation(s): That the General Purposes Licensing Committee 
resolves to:
a. agree the licence fees and charges for 2016/17 as set out in the Appendix; 

and
b. recommend to Council the agreed licence fees and charges for 2016/17.

Additional Papers:

Appendix 1: Commercial Events, Hackney Carriage and Private 
Hire, Road Closure Orders, Scrap Metal Dealers, Sex 
Establishments and Street Parties Fees and Charges 
2016/17 

Introduction

1. The purpose of this report is to establish the licence fees and charges 
that should apply for 2015/16, for those activities where the Council 
has discretion. This report does not cover the fees for Licensing and 
Gambling Act activities, which are reported separately to the Licensing 
and Gambling Acts Committee.

2. The fees and charges detailed within this report and found at 
Appendix 1 relate solely to the functions of the General Licensing 
Team. A further report will be provided to Members in relation to the 
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fees and charges related to the functions of the Miscellaneous 
Licensing Team.

3. The statutory principle in relation to the setting of fees is that they 
should be reasonable, proportionate and not exceed  the cost of the 
procedures and formalities of the relevant licensing scheme, including 
staffing, training, administration, testing, inspections, hearings, 
regulation and appeals.

4. Licence fees set by the Council and administered in the General 
Licensing function consist of Commercial Events, Hackney Carriage 
and Private Hire, Road Closure Orders, Scrap Metal Dealers and Sex 
Establishments. 

Commercial Events

5. The making of Temporary Road Closure Orders under the Town Police 
Clauses Act 1847 is a discretionary service and the Council may make 
a charge for carrying it out, as long as the charge does not exceed the 
costs to the authority. 

6. An increasing number of Road Closure applications have been made in 
the last year for events involving a commercial element, such as for a 
Continental Market, Christmas Market, Art Market, etc.
  

7. It is proposed that the fee of between £100 and £300 that was 
implemented for 2012/13 and continued through recent financial years 
not be changed, in order to help promote Oxford as a city where events 
can be held, and as such increase the profile of the city.

Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licence Fees and Charges

8. The procedure for changing Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 
Licence fees requires consultation and all relevant objections must be 
considered before making any changes.  

9. An extensive review of the costs of providing administrative functions 
for taxi licensing was carried out in 2011 and following consultation with 
the taxi companies, a number of charges were approved by the 
General Purposes Licensing Committee on 1 March 2011. 

10. On 14 September 2015 the General Purposes Licensing Committee 
approved the introduction of a £100.00 discount applicable to Hackney 
Carriage and Private Hire Vehicles that fell within Vehicle Tax Bands A 
– C, a £15.00 charge for vehicle “Internal Plates”, as well as approving 
the fees for 3 year driver and 5 year operator licences, and the deletion 
of some other charges made redundant by the modernisation of the 
vehicle criteria. 

11.The additional income from these charges means that the cost of 
providing the Taxi Licensing service can be recovered without 
increasing the base Licence fees this year.
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Scrap Metal Dealers

12. The licensing of Scrap Metal Dealers and collectors is an executive 
function presided over by the City Executive Board. Therefore the 
setting of fees does not fall to this Committee. The current and 
proposed fees for this function can be found within the Appendix purely 
for Members to note.

Sex Establishments (Sexual Entertainment Venues)

13. On 9 June 2010, the General Purposes Licensing Committee approved 
the report of the Head of Environmental Development detailing the 
level of fee to be set for the licensing of such premises. 

14. It is proposed that for the 2016/17 Council year that no variation to the 
current years fees and charges be made in order to provide financial 
stability to licence holders in the present economic climate. There are 
currently no Sexual Entertainment Venues in Oxford.

Sex Establishments (Sex Shops & Sex Cinemas)

15. On the 13 October 2010, the General Purposes Licensing Committee 
approved the report of the Head of Environmental Development 
detailing the costs applicable to the licensing of Sex Establishments 
(Sex Shops), following a request to determine the “reasonable fee” 
charged for this purpose. 

16. It is proposed that for the 2016/17 Council year that no variation to the 
current years fees and charges be made in order to provide financial 
stability to licence holders in the present economic climate. The 
number of Sex Shops licensed in 2015/16 reduced from three to just 
one.

Street Parties

17. The Council wishes to support the organisers of community based 
events such as street parties. It is, therefore, proposed to continue with 
the current practice of making no charge for small street parties or 
community events. 

Financial Implications

18. The Council is responsible for collecting licence fees for these 
functions. Predicted income from licence fees is included in the 
Council’s budget estimates for 2016/17.

Legal Implications

19. The power to levy fees is contained in the legislation relevant to each 
function or in the Local Government Act 2003 in relation to 
discretionary services. Licensing is not a revenue raising function and 
fees and charges should reasonably represent the costs of carrying out 
the function. 15



Recommendations

20. The Committee is recommended to:
a) agree the licence fees and charges for 2016/17 as set out in this 

report and recommend them to Council.

Name and contact details of authors:  Julian Alison
Licensing Manager
Community Services
Tel: 01865 (25)2381
Email: jalison@oxford.gov.uk

Version number: 1.0
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GENERAL PURPOSES LICENSING COMMITTEE 2015/16 2016/17 Increase/ Increase/

FEES & CHARGES 2016/17 Charge Charge (Decrease) (Decrease)

Taxi Licensing

Vehicles

Hackney Carriage 400.00 400.00 0.00 0.00

Hackney Carriage Low Emission Vehicle 300.00 300.00 0.00 0.00

Hackney Transfer of Ownership 100.00 100.00 0.00 0.00

Hackney Change of Vehicle 100.00 100.00 0.00 0.00

Hackney Plate Deposit 50.00 DELETED 0.00 0.00

Hackney Temporary Vehicle 75.00 75.00 0.00 0.00

Private Hire 262.00 262.00 0.00 0.00

Private Hire Low Emission Vehicle 162.00 162.00 0.00 0.00

Private Hire Transfer 100.00 100.00 0.00 0.00

Private Hire Change of Vehicle 100.00 100.00 0.00 0.00

Private Hire Plate Deposit 50.00 DELETED 0.00 0.00

Private Hire Temporary Vehicle 75.00 75.00 0.00 0.00

Drivers

Hackney Combined (1 year licence) 115.00 115.00 0.00 0.00

Private Hire (1 year licence) 101.00 101.00 0.00 0.00

Hackney Combined (3 year licence) 345.00 345.00 0.00 0.00

Private Hire (3 year licence) 303.00 303.00 0.00 0.00

Additional Charges

Local Knowledge & Safeguarding Test 75.00 75.00 0.00 0.00

Local Knowledge & Safeguarding Re-Test 75.00 75.00 0.00 0.00

Disability Awareness Course 45.00 45.00 0.00 0.00

CRB check - all driver only, at cost 50.00 50.00 0.00 0.00

DVLA check - for new applicants only, at cost 8.00 8.00 0.00 0.00

Licence badge/replacement badge 10.00 10.00 0.00 0.00

Replacement external plate 25.00 25.00 0.00 0.00

Replacement internal PHV sticker 5.00 DELETED 0.00 0.00

Internal Vehicle Licence Plate 15.00 15.00 0.00 0.00

Replacement Internal Vehicle Licence Plate 15.00 15.00 0.00 0.00

Exempt badge/replacement badge 25.00 25.00 0.00 0.00

Replacement internal HC vehicle plate 5.00 DELETED 0.00 0.00

Replacement approved fare chart 2.00 2.00 0.00 0.00

Replacement approved no smoking signs (includes VAT) 1.00 1.00 0.00 0.00

Duplicate paper licence (replacement) 2.00 2.00 0.00 0.00

Fixed Penalty Notices Taxis
(if and when the Taxi and Private Hire Bill is brought into law)

80.00 DELETED 0.00 0.00

Unpaid Cheque Charge 30.00 30.00 0.00 0.00

Amendments to Private Hire Operator Licence 25.00 25.00 0.00 0.00

Charge for Exemption Notice 50.00 50.00 0.00 0.00
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GENERAL PURPOSES LICENSING COMMITTEE 2015/16 2016/17 Increase/ Increase/

FEES & CHARGES 2016/17 Charge Charge (Decrease) (Decrease)

Operator's Licence

Vehicle 3 & under (1 year licence) 490.00 490.00 0.00 0.00

Vehicle 4 & over (1 year licence) 980.00 980.00 0.00 0.00

Vehicle 3 & under (5 year licence) 2,450.00 2,450.00 0.00 0.00

Vehicle 4 & over (5 year licence) 4,900.00 4,900.00 0.00 0.00

Road Closures

Commercial Event Road Closures- Events (under 500 people) 100.00 100.00 0.00 0.00

Commercial Event Road Closures- Market and Street Fairs 250.00 250.00 0.00 0.00

Commercial Event Road Closures- Events (500 or more people) 300.00 300.00 0.00 0.00

Road closure with no commercial element inc street parties No Fee No Fee 0.00 0.00

Scrap Metal Dealers (Three Year Licence)

New Site Licence 1200.00 1200.00 0.00 0.00

Renewal Site Licence 1200.00 1200.00 0.00 0.00

Variation Site Licence 100.00 100.00 0.00 0.00

New Mobile Collector Licence 900.00 900.00 0.00 0.00

Renewal Mobile Collector Licence 900.00 900.00 0.00 0.00

Variation Mobile Collector Licence 100.00 100.00 0.00 0.00

Sex Establishments

Sex establishment (Sex Shop or Sex Cinema)- New 8520.00 8520.00 0.00 0.00

Sex establishment (Sex Shop or Sex Cinema)- Renewal 8520.00 8520.00 0.00 0.00

Sex establishment (Sex Shop or Sex Cinema)- Variation/ transfer 1170.00 1170.00 0.00 0.00

Sexual entertainment venues new 5860.00 5860.00 0.00 0.00

Sexual entertainment venues renewal 5320.00 5320.00 0.00 0.00

Sexual entertainment variation/ transfer 1170.00 1170.00 0.00 0.00
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To: General Purposes Licensing Committee

Date: 26 January 2016

Report of: Head of Planning and Regulatory Services 

Title of Report: Miscellaneous Licensing: Licence Fees & Charges for 
the 2016/17 financial year

Summary and Recommendations

Purpose of report:  To seek agreement of the licence fees for 2016/17 where 
the Council has discretion over the level of fee charged.

Report Approved by:

Finance: Jonathan Marks –approved
Legal: Daniel Smith - approved

Policy Framework: Vibrant Sustainable Economy
Street Trading Policy 2015

Recommendation(s): That the General Purposes Licensing Committee 
resolves to:
a) agree the licence fees and charges for 2016/17 as set out in  

Appendix A; and
b) recommend Council to adopt the agreed licence fees and charges for 

2016/7.

Introduction

1. The purpose of this report is to establish the licence fees and charges 
that should apply for 2016/17, for those activities where the Council 
has discretion as administered within the functions of the Business 
Regulation Team.

2. The fees and charges detailed within this report and found at Appendix 
A relate solely to the functions of the Business Regulation Team. A 
further report will be provided to Members in relation to the fees and 
charges related to the functions of the General Licensing Team.

3. The statutory principle in relation to the setting of fees is that they 
should be reasonable and should relate to the costs of performing the 
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function, including staffing, administration, testing, inspections, 
hearings, regulation and appeals.

4. Licence fees set by the Council and administered in the Miscellaneous 
Licensing function consist of Acupuncture, Ear Piercing, Electrolysis & 
Tattooing, Animal Boarding Establishments, Dangerous Wild Animals, 
Dog Breeding Establishments, Pavement Cafes, Pet Shops, Riding 
Establishments, Street Trading Consents and Zoos.

5. An inflationary increase to these fees and charges is proposed to the 
current level of fees and charges to ensure the full cost recovery of the 
services provided with the exception of Street Cafes Permits which are 
dealt with separately within this report.

 
Street Café Permits

6. The annual licence fee of £750.00 was introduced for the 2013/14 
financial year. There is no proposed change to this fee in order to 
promote street cafes and to encourage uptake.
 

Financial Implications

9. The Council is responsible for collecting licence fees for these 
functions. Predicted income from licence fees is included in the 
Council’s budget estimates for 2016/17.

Legal Implications

10. The power to levy fees is contained in the legislation relevant to each 
function or in the Local Government Act 2003 in relation to 
discretionary services. Licensing is not a revenue raising function and 
fees and charges should reasonably represent the costs of carrying out 
the function.

Name and contact details of authors:  Lesley Rennie
Business Regulation Team Manager
Tel: 01865 (25)2836
Email: lrennie@oxford.gov.uk

Background papers: 

Appendix A: Proposed Fees & Charges for 2016 / 2017 applicable 
to the Miscellaneous Licensing functions within the 
Business Regulation Team

Version number: 1

20



21



This page is intentionally left blank



MINUTES OF THE GENERAL PURPOSES 
LICENSING COMMITTEE

Monday 14 September 2015 

COUNCILLORS PRESENT: Councillors Clarkson (Chair), Cook (Vice-Chair), 
Lloyd-Shogbesan, Lygo, Royce and Wolff.

OFFICERS PRESENT: Julian Alison (Licensing Team Leader), Catherine 
Phythian (Committee Services Officer) and Daniel Smith (Law and Governance)

8. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Gant and Cllr Kennedy.

9. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

10. HACKNEY CARRIAGE & PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES: PROPOSALS TO 
AMEND THE CRITERIA APPLICABLE TO HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND 
PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES LICENSED BY THE AUTHORITY.

The Head of Community Services submitted a report (previously circulated, now 
appended) which detailed proposals for the implementation of a variety of criteria 
applicable to Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicles in the City in order to 
promote reductions in pollutants and to reduce the number of vehicles licensed 
by other Authorities from working within the City.

Mr Ahmed, Chairman of the City of Oxford Licensed Taxicab Association 
(COLTA) addressed the Committee, highlighting 3 points of concern:
 that the removal of the colour restriction on multi-people carriers would be 

confusing for members of the public;
 that the removal of the taxi door livery would endanger members of the public 

who would not be able to identify licensed cabs;
 that there should be a price adjustment for 3 year licences (minute 12 refers)

The Licensing Manager presented the report and responded to the points raised 
by the Chairman of COLTA.  He explained that the onus was on the driver of the 
multi-people carriers not to commit the offence of plying for hire and to inform the 
public of their mistake.  He said that the requirement for door livery did represent 
an additional cost to the license holder, caused some damage to the vehicle and 
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that evidence suggested that the stickers were not given much credence by the 
public. 

The Licensing Manager explained that the proposals in the report were aimed at 
aligning our practices and charges more closely with those of neighbouring 
districts in order to minimise the widespread practice of vehicles actively 
choosing to get licensed in another district and then working almost exclusively 
in Oxford.  This meant quite simply that the Council was faced with reduced fees 
and less control over the vehicles operating in the City.  The Licensing Manager 
assured the Committee that the Licensing Team were also seeking to work 
closely with neighbouring districts to standardise charges and practices across 
the county, however, this was not a quick or easy task.

The Committee welcomed the proposals to deliver improved environmental 
standards of vehicles working in the city.  The Committee also considered 
whether there was any scope for the Licensing Team to offer enforcement and 
other services to the neighbouring authorities for a fee.  The Licensing Manager 
said that this was under discussion.

The Committee concluded that the proposals contained within the report 
represented a reasonable compromise which offered a practical solution to 
dealing with the problems of out of district vehicles working within the city.

The Committee resolved to:
1. Recommend Council to resolve to:

a) approve the proposed amendments to Hackney Carriage and Private 
Hire Vehicle “Conditions of Fitness” as detailed within the report at 
Appendix 5;

b) revise the Vehicle Age Limits criteria due to come into force on 1 
January 2016 as detailed in the report in paragraph 44; 

c) approve the proposal to offer a discounted licence fee to be applicable to 
vehicles that fall with Vehicle Excise Bands A, B and C (deemed to be 
low emission vehicles).

11. HCPH VEHICLES - LICENSING AUTHORITY FUNDING OF ANNUAL 
TAXI-METER RECALIBRATION AND SEALING FOLLOWING 
VARIATIONS OF TARIFFS

The Head of Community Services submitted a report (previously circulated, now 
appended) which detailed proposals concerning the Council practice of the Taxi 
Licensing function paying for the costs incurred for the Recalibration and Sealing 
of Taxi-meters fitted to Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicles following 
Variations of Tariffs.

The Licensing Manager presented the report and explained the background to 
the current arrangement.  He explained that it was a commercial decision by the 
taxi trade to increase their tariffs which required the recalibration and resealing of 
taxi meters.  He said that this was not common practice for other local authorities 
to finance the activity.
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The Committee considered the two options presented in the report and 
concluded that in view of the financial pressures facing the Council it was not a 
good use of its limited resources to continue the current practice of paying for the 
costs incurred for the recalibration and sealing of taxi-meters.

The Committee resolved to adopt option b):

b) Remove funding in its entirety, and request that the Licensing Manager write 
to all Hackney Carriage Vehicle licence holders and Private Hire Operators 
informing them that the previously funded service for recalibration and meter-
sealing has now ceased owing to it not being financially viable in light of the 
financial demands placed on the service.

12. DEREGULATION ACT 2015

The Head of Community Services submitted a report (previously circulated, now 
appended) which detailed the Deregulation Act 2015 and its impact on the Taxi 
Licensing function.

The Licensing Manager presented the report and briefed the Committee on the 
main points of the legislation.

The Licensing Manager responsed to the concerns which had been raised by the 
Chairman of COLTA (City of Oxford Licensed Taxicab Association) about the 
price of a 3 year license.  He reminded the Committee that the Council was now 
legally required to offer a 3 year license and explained that only the Council 
element of the license fee (£115) would be multiplied for the 3 years and that the 
DVLA and administrative charges would be a flat fee (£58).  He also explained 
that the drivers on a 3 year licence would be required to attend an annual 
declaration appointment but that the costs of those meetings would be absorbed 
by the Council as part of the license fee.

The Committee resolved to:
1. note the contents of the report; and
2. endorse the movement to a presumption in favour of a 3 year driver licence 

as required by the Deregulation Act 2015 and the steps being taken in that 
context to ensure that the council has adequate up to date information to 
inform the licensing process. 

13. UPDATE ON TAXI LICENSING ACTIVITY: APRIL - AUGUST 2015

The Head of Community Services submitted a report (previously circulated, now 
appended) which detailed the progress made by the Taxi Licensing Function 
during the current Council year (April – August 2015).

The Licensing Manager presented the report and summarised the main points.  
He informed the Committee that the levels of activity were broadly similar to last 
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year.  The Legal Advisor briefed the Committee on the outcome of an appeal 
hearing which had been heard at the Magistrate’s Court earlier in the day.  He 
said that he would circulate a formal report on the hearing setting out the findings 
and suggesting some procedural changes to consider for future cases.

The Committee resolved to NOTE the report.

14. MINUTES

The Committee resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 19 May 
2015 as a true and accurate record subject to the following amendment: include 
apologies for absence from Cllr Mark Lygo. 

15. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

The Committee noted the dates of the future meetings:

26 January 2016
19 May 2016

The Chair agreed to write to all Committee members to propose a revised start 
time for future meetings.

The meeting started at 6.15 pm and ended at 7.15 pm
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